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HARLTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS   

February 2016– Issue 9 

 

 PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  

The Parish Council is up for election on 5th May 
this year.  If you are interested in getting involved 
with the running of the parish and contributing to 
the decisions affecting your village and the local 
community, please contact the clerk or any of 
your current councillors for details about the 
role. Nominations for candidates open 30 March 
and the papers will be available shortly from the 
clerk. Receipt of Nominations must be with the 
Electoral Office by Thursday 7 April 2016 

Parish Council Elections from 2018 – South 
Cambridgeshire District Council will be moving to 
all out elections in 2018, which includes parish 
councils, therefore anyone elected this year will 
be elected for a period of two years (not the 
usual four years). 

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY Anthony Titley 
has reluctantly stepped down due to ill-health.  
The Parish Council are very grateful for his efforts 
during his six years in Office, and wished him 
well.  Given the Elections were so close, the 
council agreed they would not to seek to fill the 
post by co-option. Cllr di Mambro has announced 
he will retire at the end of his term of Office. 

 

FOCUS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 2015 

Clunch Pit Management Remedial tree works 
continue within this woodland area. 
Recommendations following a tree inspection 
report carried out last year will incur significant 
costs. 

The memorial seat on the Glebe is beyond repair 
and has been replaced with a new bench. This 
will be fixed in place shortly. 

A top finial completed the restoration of the 
historic village water pump in Eversden Road. 
Together with the new fence enclosure, the 
pump is now enjoyed as a village feature.  

Village Hall – the boiler was replaced in the 
village hall in the summer of last year. The Parish 
Council would like to thank the Village Hall 
Trustees who kindly gave a grant of £1,199 
towards the costs. The parish Council are grateful 
for their contribution.   

Thanks also to Cllr Banks and his team of 
volunteers for carrying out works alongside 
Coach Drive to improve parking arrangements for 
the village hall.  

The telephone box library kindly organised by 
Susan Schofield is well used. More novels, and 
children’ books welcome, but please, no more 
reference books at the moment.  

Speedwatch activities, supported by the parish 
council, recommenced in the village in early 
November. Eleven people volunteered with nine 
of these trained by the police to date. The team 
have carried out thirteen, one hour sessions, 
mainly during the morning peak traffic period. 
A total of forty three speeding vehicles have been 
reported to the police. The parish council are 
looking at purchasing equipment (currently 
loaned from the police) and sharing costs with 
other parishes in the area.  
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Assets of Community Value (ACV) Following a 
very clear presentation by the Development 
Officer from South Cambs District Council (SCDC), 
the parish council agreed to take forward a 
nomination to list the Wheatsheaf/ Pergola and 
Hare & Hounds as ACVs on the SCDC register. 
Listing the pubs will best protect the interests of 
the community and the future of the pubs as a 
local amenity. Recent changes in planning 
legislation means ACV status offers increased 
protection against change of use and demolition. 
Although listing gives local people an opportunity 
to bid for the ACV with a moratorium during 
which time the asset cannot be sold this does not 
apply if the sale is exempt (i.e. if the sale is as a 
pub). If the pub is sold as a pub it can be sold 
with no delay / moratorium and the ACV will not 
affect a sale (as an exempt disposal). With the 
majority of other pubs in the locality already 
listed as ACVs, not listing the pubs could send out 
the wrong message to potential developers and 
planners. The pubs are valuable assets to the 
village and should be safeguarded for future 
generations – they are at the ‘heart of our 
community’ so please consider dropping by to 
support them! 

Planning – the Burnt Farm, High Street planning 
application for six dwellings was recommended 
for approval by the parish council with some 
stipulations, including a request that any funding 
for affordable housing arising from the 
development to be used for such housing in 
Harlton.  

ACCOUNTING AND AUDIT  

The precept requirement for 2016-17 remained 
at £8,500. The parish council has earmarked a 
financial reserve of £5,000 each year over the 
next five years (2015-20, to cap at £20,000) for 
any necessary repairs and maintenance to the 
village hall. GRANTS Awarded in 2015 by the 
parish council included £1,000 towards costs for 

the Connections youth club bus sessions in 
Haslingfield. The PC will review the bus usage and 
costs, in particular the benefits for Harlton 
children using the bus, before any future 
commitment. A grant of £250 was also given to 
the Parochial Church Council (PCC) for grass 
cutting costs for the Glebe.  

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 lays 
out a new audit framework for smaller parish 
councils.  From April 2015, the transparency code 
requires smaller councils to publish online key 
spending, end of year accounts and governance 
information, including minutes and agendas of 
meetings – see   the Harlton Parish Council page 
of the village website  

VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.harltonvillage.org.uk 
please send any news or articles you would like 
posted or updates to:  

Kim Quince, Clerk to the Council, 01233 262294 
clerk@harltonparishcouncil.org.uk 

Next Parish Council Meeting Tues 15 March 2016 

Annual Parish Council Meeting Tues 17 May 2016 

The Annual Village meeting will be held in the 
village hall on Tuesday 19 April 2016 – everyone 
welcome. Light refreshments will be provided, 
please do come along.  

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS  

Ben Banks (Chairman) 01223 264686   
benpbanks@yahoo.co.uk 
Peter di Mambro 01223 263375   
 pvdm@globalnet.co.uk  
Richard Benson   01223 264770    
rjb51@doctors.org.uk  
Chris Coleridge 01223 264355 
c.coleridge@ucl.ac.uk 
District Councillor - Robin Page 01223 262181  
robin.page@btinternet.com  
County Councillor - Sebastian Kindersley  
01767 651982 skindersley@hotmail.com 
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