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October Report 2019 
Dear all, 
 
I hope you had a nice summer. Please see my report below. 
 
 All Parish Councils please pencil down Annual Town & Parish conference – November 8th at 
Huntingdon Marriot 

OxCam Arc  
Good news from Government in moving forwards with duelling of the A428 between the Black 
cat and Caxton Gibbet. 

Combined Authority 
Soham station moved forward towards a single track solution, with £18.6m approved for the 
next stages which are design and construction. 
 

Sawston Community Hub 
Unlike other local authorities that are having to look to reduce their library provision, we 
continue to invest in this vital service for local communities. Ground works are finally underway 
in Sawston for the brand new library and community hub on the site of the Village College.  

 

Councillors and partners visited the site yesterday (Thursday 3 October) to see progress. 

Adults Committee  
The Council was pleased to hear about the £1.5bn of additional short term funding from central 
Government for upper tier local authorities for social care in the autumn spending review, testament 
to the hard work that has gone into lobbying. £500m of this is expected to be raised locally, by 
Government extending the option for local authorities to raise 2% from the adult social care precept.  
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For Cambridgeshire we expect the additional money to be worth c.£9.6m to be used across children 
and young people’s and adults social care services. Whilst it is very welcome news, it does not 
address the longer term budget gaps and continued unfair distribution of Government funds.  
The Council continues to successfully manage the financial situation in the Adults Committee and 
most importantly to find opportunities for improved outcomes. One such innovation is 
Neighbourhood Cares, which has been running as a pilot in Soham and St Ives and has had a huge 
impact on the way that people are supported in those communities. A video has been made to 
capture the outcomes from the pilots and work is now being taken forward via the Think 
Communities Strategy to embed the principles and methods of working locally across 
Cambridgeshire. You can view the video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvyE1HqCMJk&feature=youtu.be 
 
Reviewing all children open to Children’s Services in Cambridgeshire  
We are currently in the process of reviewing all children and young people open to children’s 
services in Cambridgeshire. Our Corporate Parenting Service has been reviewing care plans for 
children and young people. This has resulted in a number being identified where a return home to 
parents is viable, and for whom support to return home is now being provided. Because many of 
these children and young people have been in care for a long time, plans to return home need to 
progress carefully, but we have already seen the successful reunification of children with their 
parents. 
 
County Council funded Health Checks  
Free NHS health checks are being offered to residents aged 40-74 years to help detect early 
health issues before they do real damage. The 20-30 minutes checks, funded through the 
County Councils Public Health budget, will include monitoring blood pressure, weight, 
cholesterol and lifestyle factors that influence health.  
By booking a check our residents can find out how likely they are to get heart or kidney disease, 
diabetes or have a stroke in the future, and if the likelihood is high, advice on how to reduce 
this. Those aged over 65 are also told about the signs and symptoms of dementia. Between April 
2017 and March 2018, over 20,500 Health Checks were completed across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough, an increase of 14 per cent from the previous year.  
This is a great opportunity to find out early if you are at risk of a stroke, diabetes, a heart attack, 
or many other life threatening conditions. By finding out early, before serious damage is done, 
you could potentially make lifestyle changes that would massively reduce, or in some cases, 
eliminate your risk of dying early as a result of these conditions. If you’re aged between 40-74 
years and do not currently have a long-term health condition it is recommended that you should 
have a Health Check every five years. Call or visit the GP now to get a Free Health Check. More 
information can be found here: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/be-well/resources-and-
campaigns/nhs-health-checks-programme/ 
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25 September 2019  

Student shares the secret of her learning success as new service 
launches  
A woman from Ely opened up about how learning is adding up for her as maths and literacy qualifications 
means she can progress her career in childcare, despite suffering from dyslexia. 

Sharon can look to a brighter future having gained her qualifications by attending courses run by the 
newly relaunched adult community learning service Cambridgeshire Skills. 

For her it was a great achievement, she said: “I am dyslexic so my school time wasn’t great and I needed 
to get Maths Level 2 and English Level 2.” She explained that it helped her to find herself again, adding: 
“I have always struggled with dyslexia but never been formally diagnosed. I need to use a red overlay to 
stop the text ‘dancing’ on the screen or on paper.” 

Sharon’s course involvement proved a true success, as she highlighted: “On my first sitting of my 
assessment on paper I just missed by a few marks but with encouragement and support I did resit my 
Level 2 Maths and passed online.” 

As Sharon and many other students return to class for the autumn term, Cambridgeshire County Council 
has launched a rebranded adult community learning service focused on improving wok and life prospects 
for those who most need it. 

From September, Cambridgeshire Skills, formerly Cambridgeshire Adult Learning and Skills Service, will 
extend its existing offer of accredited and non-accredited Basic Skills courses such as English, Maths, IT 
and English for speakers of other languages (ESOL). 

In addition, Cambridgeshire Skills will now provide a range of vocational courses designed to help people 
find work or change employment, including in customer service, retail, business administration, 
hospitality, warehousing, horticulture, child care and development, and becoming a teaching assistant. 

It will also continue to provide its well established courses for local people with learning difficulties and 
disabilities to develop life and employment skills. 
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Another student, Alba who lives in Fenland, attended the ESOL – Speak to communicate course at 
March community Centre so she could build up her English to an employable level. She explained: “I am 
currently unemployed and looking for work. I have started learning English to be able to communicate 
and find a good job.” 

After completing the course, she is now fully capable of making appointments and to describe issues she 
may have and her level of writing has improved as well. 

Not only has this course equipped Alba with the knowledge to speak and write in English, Alba has 
cultivated great sense of confidence. She said “I am more confident in communicating and now I know 
that I will be able to learn more of the language to find a job.” 

Operating from its new bases in March and Ely and across the county from community venues such as 
libraries, community centres and faith venues, the service will offer a wide range of classes throughout 
the day and evening to meet the local needs and demands. 

Tanya Meadows, head of Cambridgeshire Skills said: “We have a long history in Cambridgeshire, having 
successfully delivered adult learning for well over 100 years! 

“People recognise that learning is one of the greatest investments they can make for their future and that 
of their families and communities, as it opens up a wealth of opportunities. 

“We support people who live and work in the county to improve their work and career prospects; get 
more out of their family lives and social relationships and generally improve their confidence and 
wellbeing through the range of courses we offer.” 

Since August, the £2.25M funding of Cambridgeshire Skills is devolved to the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA), a move that has seen no reduction in the amount of money 
spent in the county – but a change to focus it more on those who need it most and those who are furthest 
away from learning and work. 

Cllr Kevin Cuffley, vice-chair of Cambridgeshire County Council’s Communities and Partnership 
committee said: “By working with residents and helping their progression into training and work, our 
relaunched service will be supporting local employers with the skills they need to help them recruit 
locally. 

“We recognise the importance of leisure and pleasure classes to those who enjoy them, helping to 
reduce social isolation and build friendships. We will continue to encourage current sub-contractors to 
maintain their existing leisure programmes by making them self-funded through the fees they already 
charge.” 

Courses are free for adults aged 19+ who have lived in the EEA for at least three years and who are 
unemployed or low waged and in receipt of active benefits. 

Details of the classes, term dates and how to enrol are available online at www.cambsals.co.uk 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please share and considering fostering: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-
families/fostering-and-adoption/ 
 
Local Natural Partnership Board 
As you may already know I represent the Council in this outside body. You have over 10 organisations 
represented and it’s always active, trying to push the natural agenda forward and upwards.  
Recently we have been able to launch a new website, please take a look at it. This is a very exciting 
milestone.  www.naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk 
 
Events 
Please take a moment to review the diary and contact me if you have any questions in regards to any of 
the events listed or if you are aware of any other events that are taking place that are not listed. 
All events can also be found on our webpage at https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-
roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/highway-events/ 
 
Funding portal 
Please do share this link with community groups that wish to find funding pots. 
http://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/supportcambs  
 
Highways 
A reminder that you can report road maintenance issues here: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-
pathways/roadworks-and-faults/ 
 
Hedges 
If you have an issue with hedges then they would be advised to log their complaint on our website 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-
pathways/roadworks-and-faults/  
 
Roadworks 
I had calls from residents regarding roadworks. If you would like to know what is happening in your 
area you can check in this website. www.roadworks.org 
                                                    
       ------------------------- 
Just to remind you that the public is very welcome to attend committee meetings and Full Council. You 
can find all the details here.  
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lina  
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Representing the villages of: Harlton, Barton, Great and Little Eversden, Caldecote, Kingston, 
Madingley, Hardwick, Coton, Grantchester and Comberton.  
 
Mobile: 07402351821   E-mail: Lina.Nieto@Cambridgeshire.gov.uk   Facebook: Cllr Lina Nieto 
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