South Cambridgeshire District Council – Harston & Comberton Ward
Report to Harlton Parish Council October 2020
Covid 19
As we’re sure the parish is aware, new measures have just been introduced concerning homeworking
and socialising. As a result, South Cambs offices are closing to the public once again and there will be
a reversion to services operating fully online. For the most part this has worked well over the past six
months, but please let us know if you experience any difficulties contacting council services.
Posters and other reminders have also gone out to parishes and community organisations concerning
the need to dispose of facemasks and other items of PPE in the black bin, not the blue bin. Please help
spread the message if you can.
The District Council has also made available a £50,000 fund to help parish councils and community
groups respond to any local Covid-19 outbreak. The money could be used for sanitiser, PPE, or
emergency food among other things. Officers are contacting volunteer groups to assess their capacity
and hear any concerns.
The council hugely values the contribution of local volunteer groups in its response to the pandemic.
As we enter a new phase of the virus, officers are contacting each group once again to assess
capability for action in future, to understand what has worked well and not so well in the past and to
listen to concerns and queries. The intention is to reinstate a similar arrangement to the patch
managers (with some changes learning from recent experience). Funding is also available from the
district to help local groups where necessary, such as the purchase of PPE and other types of supplies
for carrying out volunteer work in the community. If people need supermarket deliveries for good
reasons the district council can also facilitate getting Tesco and Iceland delivery slots – currently key
workers are the priority.
It is expected that large numbers of people who have been on furlough may lose their jobs before
December – as ever, if people are in financial trouble they should contact the council as soon as
possible so that they can get support to put a plan into place to manage their outgoings.
The council still have some of the metal signs for play areas, giving advice on hand hygiene, social
distancing, etc, available if they are needed.
Finally, if any resident needs to apply for a government grant because they are required to self-isolate
and consequently lose income, all the information is on the South Cambs District Council website:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/self-isolation-payment/

Business Support
The District Council is continuing to provide a high level of support to local businesses through the
professional personnel of its Business Support Unit (BSU) and its online communications. The latest
newsletter can be found here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-forbusinesses/latest-business-newsletters/
and includes items on Brexit, coronavirus finance, business support and employment, innovation and
events for businesses.
If you know of any local businesses whom you think we might not have reached, please do tell them
about the BSU and suggest they make contact using this email: openforbusiness@scambs.gov.uk

Local Plan: Call for Sites
The number and location of the sites received by the Greater Cambridge Planning department in the
‘Call for Sites’ process have been published. The Councils concerned are obliged to publish this
information. The number of sites – well over 600 – and the number of houses (220,000) proposed
across these sites way exceeds the sites that will come through the detailed assessment process and the
number of houses needed during the course of the next Local Plan. As a general guide it is worth
noting that at the last ‘call for sites’ in 2011, ca. 400 sites were put forward but only 34 (less than
10%) went forward for development.
None of the 600 plus sites has any planning status – the sites on the list have all been proposed by
landowners, not by the council. The next formal public consultation, on the preferred options for the
Local Plan will be held in the second half of next year, but in the meantime, the planning service will
be working on evidence that will inform the Plan, and engaging parish councils and community
groups to discuss findings and get their steer on the development of those preferred options.
The next immediate step is a report on some initial findings of key the evidence, including scenarios
for the jobs and homes we should plan for, and for strategic spatial options. This should be published
later in October. There should be some engagement with the Parish Council after that has been
published so do keep an eye out.
Cambridge South Station Consultation
The next round of public consultation on Cambridge South Station opens on 19 th October. Owing to
the pandemic it is being conducted remotely. The consultation materials will be available via an
online web-portal for six weeks and there will also be opportunities to speak to project representatives
via a webchat facility accessed via the project webpage or by calling a dedicated consultation phone
line once the consultation opens.
East West Rail
Ian attended several meetings regarding EWR this month – two organised by Cambridge Approaches,
with Anthony Browne MP and Deputy Leader of South Cambs Distrct Council Aidan Van der Weyer,
and also a separate follow up meeting with Anthony Browne. We have asked Anthony to lobby for a
route from a proposed Cambourne North station into Cambridge North to be included in the next
consultation on specific route alignment, expected early next year. Cambourne North is extremely
popular in Cambourne and has the potential to align much better with the next local plan. A route
from Cambourne North to Cambridge North may also have much better / further opportunities to
integrate with the local plan as well as further growth in the area beyond the next local plan. Further
meetings with South Cambs leadership team are being scheduled to better understand potential routes
from the planning / local plan perspective.
District Councillor resignation
As you may have seen, our ward colleague Phil Allen has resigned from the district council. Due to
the pandemic, a by-election will most likely not be held until May 2021 (alongside County Council,
Mayoral and Police and Crime Commissioner elections). We will obviously be stepping up to cover
Phil’s duties in the meantime, and hope you won’t see any difference, but do let us know if you have
any concerns.
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