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Summary 
 Covid-19: significant rise in cases, pop-up vaccination clinics now operating 

 EWR: consultation has closed, Highways & Transport debate available to watch 

 Cycling and walking consultation: please respond 

 Free school meal vouchers to be offered throughout the summer holidays 

 LHIs approved, next round opened 

 Innovate & cultivate fund applications invited 

 Contact details 

Covid-19  
 There has been a significant jump in the number of local Covid cases; there are also cases in many 

schools across the County. Clearly there are sporting excitements that might tempt us into pubs and 

social gatherings but please take care of yourselves and others.  

“Walk-in” or “pop-up” vaccinations are available for those needing a first dose, and second doses for 

those who had their first at least 8 week ago. Details are available at: 

https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/covid-19-

national-vaccination-programme/information-regarding-walk-in-clinics/ 

Vaccination rates are comparably low in Cambridge city and the surrounding areas, so please 

encourage your friends and family to take up these opportunities.   

East-West Rail 
The East-West Rail consultation has now closed – thank you very much to those of you who 

contributed.  

The project was discussed in some detail at the first meeting of the Highways & Transport 

Committee of the County Council. I addressed the committee to pass on the views raised by 

residents, alongside Cllr Kindersley, and Dr Harrold of Cambridge Approaches. A video of my speech 

should be available on my Facebook page shortly; you can watch the whole debate at this link: 

https://youtu.be/p181vHuGe94?t=3964 

Following our speeches, the committee agreed to strengthen the Council’s response to EWR, 

particularly on the northern route, which should be published soon on the Council’s website. 

Cycling & Walking Consultation 
The Council is consulting on a new Cycling and Walking infrastructure plan. The purpose of the plan 

is to complete outline work and prioritisation for potential cycling and walking routes, which can 

then be ‘shovel ready’ and eligible for further funding from the Westminster Government or 

organisations like Sustrans.  

https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/covid-19-national-vaccination-programme/information-regarding-walk-in-clinics/
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You can contribute by following this link: https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/ccc-local-

cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-consultation-2021 and then either filling in the survey, or 

commenting on an interactive map.  

There are two new or improved routes proposed for this division: one along St Neots Rd, and one 

connecting the south of Hardwick with Highfields and Cambourne. These routes were drawn up 

using data on commuting patterns, so there may be other journey types which are overlooked at 

present e.g. routes to schools. Please respond to the consultation, and/or let me know your views 

directly.  

Free school meal vouchers 
The Council has agreed to provide supermarket vouchers over the summer holidays for families 

entitled to free school meals, and to top up the offer from the National government by £0.5m to 

ensure all families have their needs met. I was delighted to support this initiative when it came 

before the Children & Young Peoples committee. Eligible parents should be contacted directly, but if 

anyone has any issues accessing this or the Holiday Activity & Food programme, please let me know.  

Local Highways Initiatives 
The Highways & Transport Committee has now approved the prioritised Local Highway 

Improvement bids for this year. In our area these are: 

 Barton: road safety features across the village, particularly on 4 main approaches 

 Grantchester: Granchester Rd, reductions in speed, gateway and road markings 

 Hardwick: St Neots Rd, central island and path widening on village entry 

The new application window for Local Highway Improvement schemes to be delivered in 2022/23 

have now opened and will close on Monday 2nd August at midday.  

Innovate & Cultivate Fund 
The next deadline to apply to Cambridgeshire County Council’s Innovate & Cultivate Fund is Sunday 

1 August. The fund supports projects that strengthen communities and reduce pressure on County 

Council services. The fund is open to voluntary and community organisations and social enterprises 

in and outside Cambridgeshire, and public sector organisations in Cambridgeshire. This round is for 

applications for ‘Cultivate’ projects (£2,000-£15,000) which build community support networks for 

vulnerable people. ‘Innovate’ grants (£15,000- £50,000) are currently suspended. The Council has 

advice for seven different off-the-peg project ideas to help people remain independent and active in 

their community, encourage volunteering, and complement more costly Council services. You can 

find guidance on how to apply for a start-up grant for each of these projects at 

https://data.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/dataset/cultivate-project-ideas  

Contact Details 
Councillors and residents are welcome to contact me on any issue which is concerning them: 

Cllr Michael I. Atkins 

27 Silverdale Avenue, Coton, CB23 7PP 

matkinslibdem@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/cllrmichaelatkins 

07968 264637 
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